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Peacock Chair

Dror Benshetrit for Cappellini
$6,000-$10,000
www.cappellini.it

NEW YORK DESIGNER Dror Benshetrit has quickly

become known for his transmutable works.

“There are pieces that physically transform and
ones that metaphorically transform,” he says. While his
recent furnishings for Target, many of them collapsible
or multifunctional, fall into the former category, his new
Peacock chair for the Italian manufacturer Cappellini
exemplifies the latter.

The chair has all the typical characteristics of the
designer’s work: a simplicity that makes you think you've
seen it before, a feeling of movement, and, of course, a
bit of technical magic. Its felt construction requires no
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folds meeting in the middle like interlaced fingers.
But for Benshetrit, who maintains that “inspiration
is never a linear process,” the longer story is that the
peacock’s feathers were an emblem of another concept
he'd been considering: the idea of letting go, and the vari-
ous ways one can. “In dance, for example, you can fall
forward, but you have to protect yourself. Or you can fall
backward and trust people to catch you,” he says. “They
are completely opposite ways of doing the same thing,
and that interests me.” (One more typical characteristic
of the designer is a tendency to think poetically about
his work.) Also in the spirit of duality is the chair’s use
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Coral Table Mat
Chilewich

Known for her woven
mats, Sandy Chilewich
perfected a new technique
with this design,
pressing liquid vinyl
into light, airy,
lacelike patterns. It
feels like linen but
wipes clean with a soapy
sponge; $7-$28.
www.chilewich.com

Try It Trivet
Dror Benshetrit for Alessi

The trivet’s three
stainless-steel semi-
circles fit inside one
another to keep small
pots off the table, or
link up (with magnetized
ends) to become a plat-
form for bigger bowls
or just a shiny, snaking
centerpiece; $100.
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