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The desert island is close to you. It hides in relative isolation from
the urban metropolis, a short boat or helicopter ride away. It sits in
an orbit of clear waters and is ringed with pristine, sandy beaches;
there is a complete lack of colonisation of fts interior by either
structures ar buildings. Flora and fauna are sparse, gesturing to an
equivalent in human interventions. It approximates the archetypical
desert island of our childhood imagination, promising the luxury of
peace and solitude. These impressions ground the basis of New
York-based mu iplinary design studio Dror's initial design
concept for the Island Nurai development situated off the coast of
Abu Dhabi, the capital city of the United Arab Emirates.

According to Dror Benshetrit, founder of Dror, the challenge lies
in the resolution of the paradox between the preservation of the rare
qualities captured in these initial reactions while at the same time
claiming this outpost of solitude; the environment needs to
accommodate the foremost amenities available to a nomadic,
cosmopolitan and selective lifestyle for a discerning clientele
integrated into the design without interrupting the fragility of the
solitary experience.

‘But, on an island of this size (130,000 sq. metres), how is it
possible to realise a measure of solitude among a community of
users?* ask Benshetrit. "Even with service amenities 'swept under the
carpet or ‘screened behind the waterfall, the fact of other
individuals interrupts the expectation of being languorously alone’,
he observes.

Thus, the immediate task faced by the architects is to establish
limits and walls without their physical implementation. In the
masterplan of the island, this is achieved by engineering the majority
of possible view corridors from any point on the island to deflect the
likelihood of wisual ar spatial overlaps through two key design
solutions: by taking advantage of the natural givens and orientate all
views whenever possible outwards towards the water expanse and
the horizon; and changes in elevation are natural, gentler proxies of
the wall - visual cones can be stacked, staggered or angled and
manipulated so each seldom meet or coincide supplemented and
made more elaborate by careful landscaping and arrangement of
landscape elements.

Landscape ‘carpet’

The metaphor of the carpet serves well as an organisational tod
principle for the island's programmes and components. The rolling
landscape of the island is sculpted to outline form and assign rease
to development that includes 31 residences on the shore and af
additional 36 Water Villas and a host of amenities including a 600
suite resort, spa and fitness centre, three restaurants, priva
beaches, water sports facilities, a helipad and a marina with 3
welcome lounge. This landscape ‘carpet, through rips, tears and
peels, reveals moments that otherwise would have remained
completely obfuscated; calculated breaches in the surface reposition
points of view and referee streams of activity by subordinating it intg
the larger topagraphic framework. Having been laid, it associates al
companents visually and structurally including the two types o
onshore estate conceptualised by Dror.

Using the carpet as a topographic and landscape device, the space
of the 'Shoreline beachfront estates’ are brought right up 1o the beach
their exterior elements revealing the carpet edges and changes in edgs
thickness and depth while maintaining privileged views of the v

To be built on plots varying in size from 2,800 ta 5,100 s
metres, the 12,275 sq. ft (1140-sq. metre), six-bedroom, seven
bathroom Shareline beachfront estates include a private beach and
garden, rooftop garden with spa pool, infinity swimming poal
indoor reflecting pools, concealed service quarters, entertainmen
patios, outdoor dining areas, chef and show kitch d outdoal
showers. >>
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