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by Maddalena Padovani

With the new products for BBBemmebonacina, DMK, Boffi, Puma and Swarovski, this designer of Istaeli origin has
made his official entrance to the international design star system. And he taken another step along his experimental
path based on the idea of movement and transformation. The personal history of Dror Benshetrit is also a tale of
movement and transformation. Born and raised in Tel Aviv, he graduated from the Design Academy of Eindhoven
and then moved to Paris for an apprenticeship at the atelier of Li Edelkoort, then went to New York in 2002, where
he opened his studio, working on design at 360 degrees: product design, architecture, fashion, graphics and
communication. With an approach that begins with art, a great passion cultivated since childhood, and afrives at the
study of physics and mathematics. The red thread of this variegated universe of experience is a veritable dikrar:
experimenation. For Dror Benshetrit that means going beyond the established aesthetic and functional meaning of
things, analyzing processes of transformarion of objects and materials, in both physical and narrative terms, rejecting
the notion of finished perfection to investigate the expressive potential of transience and imperfection. The Vase of
Phases presented by Rosenthal in 2005 represents the icon of this design philosophy, but also the product that gave
Studio Dror rapid, widespread visibility on an international scale. Its a porcelain vase with a classic form that seems to
have been accidentally broken (three effects have been studied and reproduced with moulds: 2 hammer blow; a fall 10
the floor, crushing), losing its perfect lines and taking on a fragmented look. Wha is usually considered the end of the
life of an object thus becomes the beginning of a new figurarive identity. “The idea of transformation -Dror Bensherrit
explains- has always been very important in my projects. I am inspired by observation of whar moves around >

me and inside me. From this point of view, New York is a formidable source of inspiration, because it is a place that
constantly transforms itself, sometimes even too fast”. From the plane of semantic and narrative reflection, exemplified
by the Vase of Phases that captures and translates movement into static form, these themes shift to the territory of
funcrional and typological innovation in a wide range of different projects. One of the latest is the Skins sneaker
designed for Puma, a complex project that has involved Studio Dror on all levels, from the design of the footwear to
the packaging and the display system, all the way to definition of brand identity. Skins introduces a new footwear
coneept. The shoe is composed of two separate parts: an outer part in soft leather, and 2 more rigid internal part thar
offers anaromical support for the foot while reinforcing the shoe. In this way the sneskers can be taken apart and
stored in a small space. In the field of furnishings the principle of movement takes concrete form in transformable
products that rke on different images to play different roles. This is the case of the Folding divan, one of the new
offerings for 2007 of BBBemmebonacina, which not coincidentally has turned to Dror Benshetrit to renew the
“company’s tradition of research and innovation (this was one of the companies that, in the 1960s and 1970s, wrote
the history of Iralian design, working with masters like Achille Castiglioni and De Pas-D'Urbino-Lomazzi), The

e chic s principle is not a new one: the divan is transformed into a bed thanks to a movement that aligns the seat and the back
perd ¢ hasoluzione on a single plane. But what is new is the technique developed to make the operation casy even for a single person,
thanks to a system of pivots that take advantage of the force of gravity. The divan-bed is joined by a table with a lincar
surface, which can be transformed into a desk with a simple rotating movement. And the Pick Chair, presented last
year: a chair composed of two panels of decorated wood, which can be hung on the wall as a sdre of contemporary
tapestry, or placed on the floor to make a seat. This is another emblematic project by the Israeli designer, who in this
case experiments with the passage from two to three dimensions, from a decorative fanction to one of physical use,
intreducing the emotional factor of the arwork within the pragmaric simplicity of the “form follows funcion”
principle. - Caption pag. 134 1.The Pick Chair produced by BBBemmebonacina. 2. The new Folding
table-desk designed for BBBemmebonacina. 3. The Vase of Phases presented by Rosenthal in 2005, - Caption
pag. 135 Folding Sofa, one of the new products presented by BBBemmehonacina, is a sofa that can be
transformed into @ bed by aligning the seat and back. The innovative conversion mechanism developed by Studio
Dror makes the operation particularly simple even for just one person. - Caption pag. 136 1. Standing
candelabrum for Swarovski. 2. Sushi set in layered wood from the Su-Chic collection by DMK. 3. Folding
champagne glass created for a party of the magazine Surface. 4. Necklace from the Urban Cast-Away ceramic jewelry
collection designed for Marithe+Francois Girbaud. 5. The +/- bathroom cabinet for Boffi Bagno, with swivel mirror
door. = Capt_ion pag. 137 One of the most recent and important projects of Studio Dror: the Skins sneaker
by Puma, composed of two parts (a flexible outer part and a more rigid inner parc) that make it possible 1o store the
footwear in a very small space.
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