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While his name might not roll so easily off the untrained tongue, the design v

d is abuzz

over the work of Dror Benshetrit. At 29 years old, the Israeli-born founder of Studio Dror

has emerged as one of New York's mo:

st promising designers in everything from apparel
and interiors to ceramics and fumiture. He first gained attention for Vase of Phase:
collection of porcelain vessels introduced by Rosenthal in 2005. Taming otherwise
complex concepts with the simplest of gestures, Benshetrit whacked original vases wi
hammer in order to create th cked and misshapen mold from which he cast the series.
From this decep

e ame an intricate result: The vases embody both fragility
simultaneously capturing a telling moment of transformation

and

In many ways, transformation defines Benshetrit's overall philosophy, Curious about
objects in flux, he is sensitive to the inherent poetry of movement and the pragmatism
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that guides a user's personalized alterations of an object. “People like change,” the
designer says. “We're always adapting to d
environments do the same.” E

rent situation:
lier this year, he introduct
facturer Sintesi that marphs into a writing

so it's logical that our
ed a table for the Italian manu
with a flip of its top. He also applied this
adaptive design sensibility to a new line from Skins, a sneaker company for which he is
“The idea

praviding comprehensive branding services, ame from observing people's use

- or, technically, misuse - of footwear,” explains Benshetrit. He had notic ple
cram their feet into shoes with t or, he

designed a shoe tha

ut unt

ngeable skins off like

easily stretch external <-like *skins.” You can slide the interchz

a slipper, and the shoe sr

trying to change behavior,”

ps back into she

e when you put it back on. “Ins

ys Benshetrit, | wanted to turn misuse into proper use

ng at Holland

r behind a user’s inte

1 helped hone his knack for telling stories through design,
1 graduation, Benshelrit did a stint in the Paris office of the

vthin the continuum of culture. “I want to

ort, the influential tren

IIH"['I-v that doi

caster wt ht him to view ects

ys. Benshetrit

Michele

v York in 2002, where he quickl

established himself in

2rbroker wh

And, with several retail and showroom interiors under his belt

True to form, Benshe!

t be his ide

lied at any scal

he designed spaces for Levi's and Kiehl's - he now has his sights set on architecture. Explor

his trademark concepts of collapsibilit

y assembly, only on a much broader sc

efab housing con:

, Studio Dror is currently

in the rem attan. There, Benshe

en the r

s tradition ar

reproductions of traditional Jewish ormame

make inroads in the are:
well. The
Surfe

an appropriate

on a roll. *Many

but talent isn't enough wit
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